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Performance as Process 

 
UGO 0.2 welcomes artist John Robinson, for the seventh and final curated digital project in the 2018-19 programme.  The 

commission Velázquez Variations investigated the complex, cinematic, multi-perspective painting Las Meninas [1656] by Diego 
Velázquez. In the performance [5.03.2019] Robinson drew upon the uncertain relationship between the figures depicted, artist 
and audience. Encouraging audience participation and documentation as he reworks and poses, capturing snapshots of an 
idiosyncratic retelling. Looped audio, mangled life size inked figures from Las Meninas, a single mirror and a temporary hanging 
system generate documentation for potential paintings to be developed by Robinson upon return to the studio.             

The significant amount of visual and audio material recorded from the performance, as part of the painting process, has proved 
a particular selection process. Typically, Robinson’s performances remain as processes of ‘working out,’ left in the studio, with 
the paintings the resolved focus. Via a series of interactive and overlapped 360° imagery, still photography and the looped 
audio, UGO 0.2 has documented the process to imitate the immersive, disorientating and illusionary qualities found in viewing 
Velázquez Variations and Las Meninas,  

_ _ _ _  

JOHN ROBINSON 
www.johnmrobinson.uk 

John M Robinson makes paintings of photographs and films that he has taken of performances he does in museums and galleries 

both nationally and internationally. He uses painting as a tool to draw our attention to a single moment and has faith that the 
moment will hold inside it the whole great mess of a story. 

Robinson always paints himself as a character; the prophet Jonah, the father of Hansel and Gretel, the time travelling artist 
Albrecht Durer, and now as two people, the demon librarian Holofernes Finter and his master Sir Richard Croft. Robinson has a 
poor memory and an over active imagination resulting in stories being half remembered, falsified and mythologized.  

 
_ _ _ _  
 
UGO 0.2 Project Space 
 
UGO 0.2 is a digital project space. 
 
The project space intends to theorise, test and consider the increased focus in digital production and curation in 
contemporary fine art practice. The developing output will form a programme of collaborative, temporary, formal and solo 
research practice projects by students, staff and invited artists.  
 
UGO 0.2 is kindly supported by the UCC Research Fund 2018-19. 
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BA [Hons] Fine Art  
Research at University Centre Colchester 
 



This digital space is part of the BA [HONS] Fine Art research programme at University Centre Colchester's School of Art, the purpose of which 
is to document, facilitate and test research interests related to contemporary fine art practices in a digital format. 
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